
Logan Municipal Council  Logan, Utah   November 4, 2008 
 
 Minutes of the meeting of the Logan Municipal Council convened in regular 
session on Tuesday, November 4, 2008 at 5:30 p.m. in the Logan Municipal Council 
Chambers, 255 North Main, Logan, Utah, Chairman Tami W. Pyfer conducting. 
 
 Council members present: Tami W. Pyfer, Laraine Swenson, Stephen C. 
Thompson, Jay A. Monson and Herm Olsen. Administration present: Mayor Randy 
Watts, City Attorney Kymber Housley and Recorder Teresa Harris.  
 

OPENING CEREMONY.  Opening thought and Pledge of Allegiance was given 
by Councilmember Herm Olsen.  

 
Chairman Pyfer welcomed those present. There were 82 citizens in the audience 

at the beginning of the meeting.  
 
Meeting Minutes.  Minutes of the Council meeting from October 21, 2008 were 

approved. 
 
Meeting Agenda.  The meeting agenda was approved. Chairman Pyfer 

announced that at tonight’s meeting there would be two public hearings regarding budget 
adjustments. Added to the agenda, Councilmember Thompson has invited two engineers 
from Sunrise Engineering to give an update on SR30. Chairman Pyfer will also give an 
update on the Eccles Theatre. 

 
QUESTIONS AND COMMENTS FOR MAYOR AND COUNCIL.    
 
Neel Pass who lives at 412 West 750 North in Logan, thanked the council for their 
dedication of time to the welfare of the City. He gave the council two letters one 
regarding traffic on 400 West between 700 North and 900 North and the speed limit not 
being observed in this area. The other letter addressed the money that is leaving the 
Valley and going to other stores such as Costco and Target which are outside the Valley. 
Mr. Pass also thanked Chairman Pyfer and Councilmember Monson for their thoughts on 
having the west side of Logan represented on the city council.  
 
Mitchell Humphries addressed the council regarding a proposal for a crosswalk on 400 
North and 300 East. Currently there are no painted crosswalk lines at this intersection.  
 
Attorney Kymber Housley said that 400 North is a State road, maintained by UDOT and 
Logan City does not regulate this road. There is not a marked crosswalk in this area and 
those crossing are not jaywalking.  
 
Councilmember Olsen checked with the State and they said this is an unpainted 
crosswalk but is legal to cross.  
 
Chairman Pyfer mentioned that UDOT will attend council meeting on November 18, 
2008 and they could address this issue at that time.  
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MAYOR/ STAFF REPORTS. 
 
 Ruth Lee who is the Recorder for the Youth City Council gave a report of the 
October service project which, was volunteering at the various elementary after school 
programs.  
 
 City Recorder Teresa Harris gave the oath of office to the Executive Council and 
Officers of the Youth City Council.   
  

BOARD APPOINTMENTS.  Mayor Watts presented the names of Aaron 
Dickey, Tom Hogan, Dean Quayle and Joy Reyes for reappointment to the Cache Valley 
Transit District Board (CVTD) (3 year term). 

 
Councilmember Monson feels there should be council representation on the 

CVTD Board.  
 
Transit Director Todd Beuhler said the Transit bylaws state there should be a 

certain number of board members. What he would suggest is having a member of the city 
council to hold an advisory position on the Transit Board. The State statue requires the 
number of board members based on the number of service miles.  

 
Councilmember Thompson would ask that one of the future board members 

should be one of the Logan City Council.  
 
Attorney Housley said the council has the authority to appoint someone to the 

Transit Board.  
 

ACTION. Motion by Councilmember Swenson, seconded by Councilmember Monson to 
approve Aaron Dickey, Tom Hogan, Dean Quayle and Joy Reyes for reappointment to 
the Cache Valley Transit District Board (CVTD) (3 year term) as presented.  Motion 
carried unanimously. 

 
 Mayor Watts presented the name of Garr Walton for reappointment to the Airport 

Authority Board (2 year term).  
 

ACTION. Motion by Councilmember Monson, seconded by Councilmember Olsen to 
approve Garr Walton for reappointment to the Airport Authority Board (2 year term) as 
presented.  Motion carried unanimously. 

 
Mayor Watts presented the name of Jonathan Badger for appointment to the 

Logan Power Advisory Board (3 year term) replacing his father Lee Badger. 
 

ACTION. Motion by Councilmember Monson, seconded by Councilmember Swenson to 
approve Jonathan Badger for appointment to the Logan Power Advisory Board (3 year 
term) as presented.  Motion carried unanimously. 
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REPORT ON ACCREDITATION FOR PARKS & RECREATION.  
 
Parks and Recreation Director Russ Akina gave a report on the accreditation process.  
The purpose of the accreditation is to become more efficient and effective and to provide 
service to the citizens of Logan. The National Recreation Parks Association (NRPA) of 
which Logan belongs, has provide a way for recreation centers to become aligned with 
standards that are developed at the national level. There are 150 set of standards that the 
recreation center must meet. The application is then returned to the NRPA and in June 
2009 they will send a team from the NRPA that will come to Logan and go through these 
standards to determine if we have met the requirements at the national level. This process 
will take four days and will then have an exit briefing. The recreation center will know in 
October of 2009 if they have met the standards and if we are accredited.  In the State of 
Utah, there are no other accredited parks and recreation department and there are less 
than 100 in the United States. Mr. Akina will bring the polices for the council to approve 
at a later time.  
 
Councilmember Thompson thanked Mr. Akina for preparing this information on the 
accreditation process.   
 

WINTER PARKING RULES.  
 
Community Development Director Jay Nielson introduced Glen Goins and Kristin 
Clifford who are new Planners in Community Development.  
 
Mr. Nielson stated that regarding enforcement and permitting of parking in the park strip 
areas, it would be his recommendation that those areas that have been restored should be 
enforced. He feels the enforcement should not be done by Clancey Parking Authority and 
continue with the City through the complaint based system that is already established. At 
this time, twenty four applicants have applied for permits, twenty eight permits have been 
authorized and to date no one has purchased a permit. The printed permits will be ready 
on November 15 when winter parking rules begins.  
 
Jay Nielson also provided cost information to the council regarding park strip restoration 
work. The cost was $2.74 per square foot which is less than what it would have been if 
the work was done privately. This also includes the City’s contribution of labor.   
 
Councilmember Thompson asked how many square feet citywide we have to replace at 
this time.  
 
Mr. Neilson responded it would be 100,000 square feet citywide.  
 
Councilmember Thompson asked the council how they would feel about a winter 
ordinance that allows year round parking in single family residential zones.  
 
Chairman Pyfer feels with the comments she received back from the street department 
and citizens she could not support this proposal and other councilmember’s agree.  
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COUNCIL BUSINESS.  
 
Meeting Schedule.  Chairman Pyfer announced that regular council meetings would be 
held the first and third Tuesdays of the month at 5:30 p.m. The next regular council 
meeting is Tuesday, November 18, 2008.  
 
Chairman Pyfer asked City Recorder Teresa Harris to check with the County and see if 
there will be a meeting in December.  
 
Councilmember Steve Thompson suggested that the Council and Mayor Watts could 
send letters to servicemen. He will get more information such as the names of the 
servicemen and will also check to see if they can receive e-mail.   
 
Councilmember Thompson stated that he has spent time concerning the realignment of 
SR30 and working on an alternative. He does not feel this is a good thing to do and is his 
opinion that the entire issue of the realignment has been handled poorly by UDOT and 
the consulting firm they have hired. There is a perception that the consulting firm has 
been hired just to confirm the information that UDOT has given. Councilmember 
Thompson asked Sunrise Engineering to do work pro-bono on the realignment issue and 
see if there is a way that this project doesn’t have to be so invasive to the neighborhood.  
He said, once the corridor is surrendered to UDOT we the City lose control over anything 
the council wants to do.  
 
Councilmember Monson said that he has met with UDOT personally and they do not 
have their minds made up on this issue and his interactions with UDOT have all been 
very positive and open.  
 
Councilmember Thompson introduced the consultants from Sunrise Engineering Scott 
Archibald and Mike Oldroid. Mr. Archibald gave a report on the issue of the SR30 
project which has been going on for a long time. One option they were asked to look at 
was one way couplets and how they would work with the capacity and making the shift 
from Highway 30. Mr. Archibald met with UDOT, the CMPO and Logan City staff. They 
looked at all the information such as one way couplets and there is traffic flow that could 
work but the problems are the functionality and how this impacts other areas. The 
conclusion that Sunrise Engineering has come to is there is some validity in the one way 
couplets and what needs to happen is to take the UDOT information and go more in depth 
at how this could all come together. The difficulty is that some of the bottle neck could be 
alleviated between 200 and 400 North, but how that affects the community would take 
more resources than Sunrise could provide in one month time in looking at this project. 
Mr. Archibald feels the consultant did a good job in the City masterplan and should now 
take things to the next level. He feels there are alternative solutions to this issue and 
would need more time to review the information.  
 
Councilmember Monson again said it was his understanding that no firm decision has 
been made and these alternative possibilities should be looked at to see if this idea would 
work.  
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Mr. Oldroid said they have looked at East and West couplets, but not the ground 
transportation plan that suggests North and South couplets.  The next step is to see how 
the information works with the City masterplan and to see the recommendation from 
UDOT and the other consultants.  
 
Councilmember Olsen asked about the timeline of this project.  
 
Chairman Pyfer responded that UDOT will give an update at the November 18 council 
meeting. Mark Nielsen will also give an update on the traffic study.  
 
The members of the council thanked Mr. Archibald and Mr. Oldroid for the pro-bono 
work and input. 
 
Chairman Pyfer gave an update on the Eccles Theatre. She spoke with Finance Director 
Richard Anderson and City Attorney Kymber Housley. The theatre bond will not be paid 
off until 2012 and theatre ownership cannot change until 2013 when the bonds are paid. 
At that time it is an administrative decision and not a council action. Currently there is 
about 4.75 million dollars in an endowment for the Eccles Theatre to pay for operating 
expenses. The possibly is that at the end of 2013 a public hearing would have to be held 
before a transfer of ownership could change hands. She feels that a lot of things can 
change between now and then. Mayor Watts continues to meet with people in the theatre 
area and talks are ongoing. Ownership will not be decided or happen at this time.  
 
Mayor Watts said that he is still working on the endowment for the theatre and trying to 
get the money to a total of 6.7 million. Thus far, the County has not contributed any 
money into the endowment.  This is a countywide theatre not just Logan City and he feels 
that everyone needs to step up and help the theatre to forever take care of this “crown 
jewel”.  
 
Councilmember Monson would like to make it clear that no final decision has been made 
of Logan City divesting itself from the theatre. If that is decided then there will be public 
input.  
 
Councilmember Thompson feels there is a perception that Logan City does not support 
the arts and theatre and he feels there is a lot of support from the City. Looking back at 
past budgets Logan City has given millions of dollars to these programs.  
 
Councilmember Swenson said, “The purpose of the endowment and Logan City’s 
facilitation of the endowment was for the purpose of making the Eccles Theatre 
independent and self sustaining”. 

 
ACTION ITEMS: 
 
Jeff Gilbert, CMPO – Bicycle Signage Project, Interlocal Agreement. 
 
Chairman Pyfer said that Jeff Gilbert is not in attendance at tonight’s council meeting but 
asked the council to approve and authorize Mayor Watts to sign the bicycle signage 
project.  
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ACTION. Motion by Councilmember Olsen to approve the Bicycle Signage Project, 
seconded by Councilmember Monson.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
Kirk Jensen – Consideration of a resolution appointing two representatives to serve 
on the Taxing Entity Committee for all Urban Renewal, (Formerly Redevelopment), 
Economic Development, and Community Development Project Areas in the City of 
Logan – 08-73  
 
Economic Development Director Kirk Jensen clarified that Jay Nielson is already on the 
committee. The proposed resolution would be to add Mayor Randy Watts.   
 
ACTION.  Motion by Councilmember Olsen, seconded by Councilmember Thompson to 
approve a resolution appointing  Mayor Randy Watts to serve on the Taxing Entity 
Committee for all Urban Renewal, (Formerly Redevelopment), Economic Development, 
and Community Development Project Areas in the City of Logan.  Motion carried 
unanimously. 
 
PUBLIC HEARING:  Budget Adjustment FY 2009-10 appropriating: $10,000 for 
the youth tackle football program; $10,000 for promotion of the City’s Wellness 
Program; $22,000 for the sale of the cemetery backhoe – 08-76 
 
Chairman Pyfer opened the meeting to a public hearing on the budget adjustment to 
approve $10,000 for the youth tackle football program; $10,000 for promotion of the 
City’s Wellness Program; $22,000 for the sale of the cemetery backhoe. As there were no 
comments the hearing was closed. 

 
ACTION. Motion by Councilmember Monson, seconded by Councilmember 

Thompson to approve Budget Adj. 08-76, as presented. Motion carried unanimously. 
 

PUBLIC HEARING:  Budget Adjustment FY 2009-10 appropriating: $300,000 for 
annual pay for performance increases in the General Fund – 08-75 
 
Chairman Pyfer opened the meeting to a public hearing on the budget adjustment to 
approve $300,000 for annual pay for performance increases in the General Fund. As there 
were no comments the hearing was closed. 

 
ACTION. Motion by Councilmember Thompson, seconded by Councilmember 

Olsen to approve Budget Adj. 08-75, as presented. Motion carried unanimously. 
 

Articles of Incorporation: Consideration of a resolution amending the City’s 
Articles of Incorporation due to recent annexation – 08-77 
 

ACTION. Motion by Councilmember Swenson, seconded by Councilmember 
Thompson to approve Res. 08-77, as presented. Motion carried unanimously. 
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WORKSHOP ITEMS:  
 
Russ Holley – Rezone of 131 Crockett Ave. 
 
Community Development Planner Russ Holley said this project was heard in the 
Planning Commission meeting on October 23, 2008. The area is 131 Crockett Avenue  
 
Councilmember Swenson said that she went to this address and found that it should be 
231 Crockett Avenue and not 131 Crockett Avenue.  
 
Mr. Holley said this was correct and the address change was noted. The proponent is 
requesting to rezone one acre from single family traditional to multi family medium. It 
was staff’s recommendation to deny the request based on the fact this is not consistent 
with the General Plan and inconsistent with the future land use plan as well as zoning 
practices of the City. The Planning Commission unanimously denied the request.  
 
Councilmember Olsen asked about the requirement of Logan City to increase the density 
of residential units so that over the years it can accommodate a higher density need to 
avoid sprawl.  
 
Jay Nielson stated the General Plan is very consistent about preserving older 
neighborhoods and to maintain single family zones to accommodate growth and stay in 
line with the General Plan.  
 
Chairman Pyfer said this will be an Action Item at the next council meeting to accept or 
deny the Planning Commission’s decision.  
 
Mark Nielsen – Sewer Cost of Service Study.  
 
Public Works Director Mark Nielsen said he has met with all those that had comments 
and proposed the Sewer Cost of Service Study resolution which incorporates the rates 
that were shown in the cost of service study. There will now be a separation of treatment 
and collection invoices. Currently we bill one amount but it will now be two. On the 
utility bill it will show as two separate line items.  
 
Councilmember Monson said this will be confusing to the public having two separate line 
items and wondered why River Heights residents pay much less than others? 
 
Mr. Neilsen responded saying that information can be sent out in the utility bills 
explaining these changes and the different line items. He also said that Logan has a long 
term contractual agreement with River Heights that lasts for 50 years from when it was 
signed. Logan can only increase River Heights rates if Logan City’s residents have a rate 
increase. Their rates are tied to ours rate and we have 17 years left on this agreement. The 
2008 rate now is $16.20 and the new rate will be $17.00 which will be an increase of  
4.9%. 

Logan Municipal Council                  Logan, Utah                            November 4, 2008  



 
Councilmember Monson feels the increase is reasonable but still feels the billing is 
confusing to the citizens.  
 
Councilmember Olsen asked what are the comments from other communities.   
 
Mr. Nielsen said they have been very complimentary but there are questions they have. 
As part of this rate is included a ten million capital project for sewer treatment to address 
TMDL and phosphorus treatment issues, this amount is just approximate. The other two 
questions are transfers to the General Fund and administrative cost transfers which they 
are fine with but would like more detailed information. The cost would be $283,000. This 
will come back to the council on the December 2 council agenda and will change January 
1, 2009. This increase has also been planned for in the budget. 
 
Councilmember Monson stated that when this comes back he will vote against it because 
this is too confusing for the average citizen. He would like to see one rate for water, one 
rate for electricity so citizens don’t feel there are hidden costs. He would suggest once a 
year listing all the costs but the monthly bill would only have one cost.  
 
Chairman Pyfer again asked that Mr. Nielsen to put a flyer in the utility bills to explain 
the new rates to the citizens. 
 
Budget Adjustment F/Y 09-10 appropriating: $31,155 for After School Clubs Grant; 
$7,431 for Police Department Equipment Grant; $41,960 for Bridgerland Literacy 
donations; $457,798 for 911 Center equipment grant; $25,000 for the Youth Alcohol 
Grant; $5,000 for the Airport Market Study grant; $800 for the RDA training grant 
– 08-79 
 
Finance Director Richard Anderson explained the proposed budget adjustments which are 
all grants that departments have acquired. This budget adjustment will come back to the 
council as an action item at the November 18 council meeting.  
 
Tami Pyfer – Council Districting, At-Large Elections. 
 
Chairman Pyfer discussed the issue of Council Districting and/or At-Large Elections. She 
and Councilmember Monson had proposed that the current structure change so there are 
three districted seats and those would be the same districts the County has and are already 
in place. There would be two Council At-Large seats in 2009. The council has received 
several e-mails from citizens addressing this issue.  She would like to workshop this issue 
today and then put it to a vote at the next council meeting.   
 
Councilmember Olsen said he has received several responses some positive and some 
negative, slightly more against than for this proposal with the issue being decisiveness. 
He feels that he would hate to see our form of government change without voting and 
suggested that it go to the voters on whether or not we should district.  
 
Councilmember Swenson does not support this proposal at all and feels there are issues 
with the County Council because some of the seats were unopposed. She feels the best 
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thing to do is let the citizen’s vote on all the seats, have at large seats and not have 
districting.  
 
Councilmember Monson feels this would be a good alternative because there are seat 
numbers that don’t represent anything.  
 
Councilmember Thompson feels there is a good mix of council members on the City 
Council and does not feel that anything needs to be changed.   
 
Chairman Pyfer said this will be an action item at the next council meeting. She will 
bring back a proposal which would make the change so that a person could run for any 
council seat. This issue could then be addressed again in 2009 and put it to a vote of the 
citizens at the 2009 election.   
 
Councilmember Swenson said she would also like to change the form of government to 
include a city manager and have this on the ballot if redistricting was proposed. 
 
Mayor Watts asked the city council, “What is broken?”  He feels the council represents 
the City well and he has a hard time moving into an area where we are not broken and it 
should go to the citizens for a vote.   
 
Tami will come back with an ordinance at the November 18 council meeting and have a 
public hearing.  
 
 OTHER CONSIDERATIONS. 
 
Chairman Pyfer gave a report from her meeting Friday with the Department of Water 
Quality. The topic of discussion was TMDL and the meeting went well. Walt Baker from 
Water Quality made it clear they do not want Logan to have to build a mechanical plant. 
They have guidelines they have to meet and they are looking for ways to do this.    
 
Councilmember Thompson asked Mayor Watts about the issue of a bus route to and from 
the Cache County Jail. 
 
Mayor Watts responded he has talked with Transit Director Todd Beuhler and he is 
looking at options for having a route to the Cache County Jail.  
 

There being no further business to come before the Council, meeting adjourned at 
7:30 p.m. 
 
 
 
 
Teresa Harris, City Recorder 
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